1914                         CHAPTER XVI
THE GREAT CRISIS
ON Sunday, June 28, 1914, the Archduke Franz Ferdinand was murdered with his wife in the Bosnian town of Serajevo, where he had gone on an official tour of inspection. The two assassins, Princip and Cabrinovic, were young men of +™*ntv. natives of Bosnia and therefore Austrian subjects, ged to a student group which was pledged to resist aiiu. itvciigc; the severe acts of repression that had accompanied Austrian administration since the annexation, but they were undoubtedly in touch with secret and patriotic associations across the border in Serbia and had recently been in Belgrade, where they had been furnished with hand-grenades and revolvers and, thus armed, had crossed the Drina back
ould have been better calculated to kindle into nouldering passions and animosities described in >us chapter.    The Archduke was not a popular his own country.    He had broken the Hapsburg >y a morganatic marriage and thereby incurred the he E&peror, who was inclined to see the finger of Jfroviaence in the tragedy which had overtaken both man and "* wife in the Bosnian town.   They received less than imperial honours at their funeral, and the people of the Dual Monarchy seemed not to be greatly afflicted by their loss.   But Austrian statesmen and soldiers leapt to the opportunity which the occasion offered for forcing the issue in the Balkans and this time they carried the Emperor with them.   They could now |f                        more tbaa ever rely on die German Kaiser.   The Archduke
was Ms intimate friend; his feelings were greatly stirred by the otitrage on Monarchy in die murder of an heir to the throne, and ijp efforts were needed to persuade him that strong and immediate action was peremptorily necessary. Dtttiug the fortnight after the crime he was in a state of great
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